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UNCLAS BRUSSELS 08932 

USEEC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB 

SUB J : DEPARTMENT OF LABOR INFORMATION REQUEST ON 
ADVANCE NOTICE OF LAYOFFS 

REF: STATE 175050 

1 . THE EC COMMISSION HAS NO INFORMATION ALONG THE LINES 
REQUESTED IN REFTEL, ACCORDING TO HERMANN OLLENHAUER, 

HEAD OF THE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS AND LABOR LAW OFFICE 
OF THE COMMISSION S SOCIAL AFFAIRS DIRECTORATE. 

2. OLLENHAUER POINTS OUT THAT, AS A RESULT OF AN EC 
DIRECTIVE ISSUED IN FEBRUARY 1975 (BEING POUCHED TO 
HOLMES, ILAB, DOL), MEMBER STATES HAVE BEEN ADOPTING 
LAWS REQUIRING EMPLOYERS TO CONSULT WITH WORKERS' 

REPRESENTATIVES PRIOR TO MAKING LARGE-SCALE DISMISSALS. 
OLLENHAUER'S OFFICE IS COMPILING A REPORT ON HOW MEMBER 
STATES HAVE IMPLEMENTED THAT DIRECTIVE, BUT EVEN THIS 
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REPORT WILL DEAL ONLY WITH CHANGES IN NATIONAL LEGIS- 
LATION, NOT WITH THE IMPACT OF THE LAWS. 

3. OLLENHAUER SAID HE KNEW OF NO CENTRAL SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION ON THE EUROPEAN EXPERIENCE WITH THE VARIOUS 
TYPES OF MEASURES REQUIRING ADVANCE NOTICE OF LAYOFFS. 

HE SUGGESTED THAT GOVERNMENT, LABOR, AND 
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MANAGEMENT REPRESENTATIVES ON THE NATIONAL LEVELS WOULD 
BE BETTER INFORMED, AND AN OFFICIAL AT THE EUROPEAN 
TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION MADE THE SAME POINT TO US. 
HINTON 
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